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	Meet Max Simser, an eighth grader at Watertown City School District's Case Middle School.

For Max, “community is the structure in which our lives are formed through where we live. Such things as the people we interact with, the services provided, and the places we visit are all important things within a community.”

“Another thing I love about living in my community is the accessibility for kids my age to walk or ride bikes to locations like the YMCA, sports fields, the library, and other places kids my age want to go and have fun.” he wrote in his winning essay.

Max is a 2023-2024 Northern New York Community Foundation Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge winner. He selected Credo Community Center for the Treatment of Addictions, Inc. to receive a $1,000 grant for its work to help people live better lives. 

“Credo has been a valuable organization in our community since 1973 to help those who struggle with mental health and substance abuse,” Max wrote. “Having happy, healthy community members is important for creating an environment where people can thrive.”

Max recently met with Credo Executive Director John Wilson and presented a $1,000 Youth Giving Challenge grant that will help Credo continue its work and mission. The grant is supported by donors to the Friends of the Foundation Annual Community Betterment Fund, a partnership with Community Bank, N.A., and a leadership gift from an anonymous donor. 

Pictured, from left, Max’s parents, Erin and Shane Simser; Max Simser, Case Middle School student and Youth Giving Challenge winner; and John Wilson, Credo Executive Director.

We are grateful to Max for his thoughtful effort and support. We are even more impressed that he is one of dozens of thoughtful youths who looked inside his community to recognize an organization that works to improve quality of life.

The 2023-2024 Youth Giving Challenge asked students from Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties to explain in an essay what community means to them and to choose a nonprofit that embodies their definition of community. Max’s essay is one of 10 chosen from 128 submissions that came from nine different tri-county school districts.

Look for more photos and stories behind the Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge in the coming weeks.

#NNYCF #Credo #Partners #YouthGivingChallenge #CommunitySpirit #Community 	
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Comment on Facebook
Congratulations!

Congratulations 🎈🎉

Congratulations!  Such a thoughtful and well written piece.  You will go far young man!!!👏👏👏

Way to go Max!

What a wise and thoughtful young man. Congratulations Max and to your family.

Congratulations!  Great family!

Good on you, Max! Well done 👏🏻👏🏻👏🏻

Way to go Max👍

Lynn Simser

View more comments






	High school seniors: Did you know Community Foundation scholarships can help you attend ANY accredited post-secondary educational program?

Alex Worden was awarded $1,500 in scholarship support that helped him attend the Southeast Lineman Training Center - SLTC in Trenton, Ga., to become a lineman. After graduating in December, Alex is now headed to Arizona to sharpen his skills and begin his career. He hopes to return to the North Country after gaining valuable experience in his field.

A 2023 Ogdensburg Free Academy graduate, Alex received the Ogdensburg Free Academy Alumni Scholarship and the Northern New York Community Foundation Scholarship for St. Lawrence County. 

Alex’s success in earning the educational support he needed began with just one click!

Seniors, complete your application for scholarship support THIS WEEK by Friday, March 15, at: bit.ly/nnycf-scholarships

#NNYCF #Scholarships #EducationalSupport #FundingYourFuture 	
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	High school seniors: Be like Laney!

Laney Tiernan is on her way to a rewarding career in a STEM field and achieving her educational dreams at Clarkson University. A 2022 Madrid-Waddington Central School graduate, Laney was awarded $3,000 in Northern New York Community Foundation scholarship support.

Laney’s success in earning the educational support she needed began with just one click!

Seniors, this weekend is the perfect time to complete your application for scholarship support at bit.ly/nnycf-scholarships. 

A single common application unlocks nearly 500 scholarships! It’s your chance to make the next steps in your educational journey a little easier.

#NNYCF #Scholarships #EducationalSupport #FundingYourFuture 	
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Congratulations!

Congratulations, Laney! 👏🏻🤗👏🏻
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